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Understanding graphs

Lerato was asked to make a pictograph of the food her classmates liked to eat the 
most. She began by asking them to choose between fish, apples or ice cream. 

These were the responses

CAPS Statement

Data Handling
Representing data:
Draw a variety of graphs to display and interpret data, including:
t���QJDUPHSBQIT�XJUI�NBOZ�UP�POF�SFQSFTFOUBUJPOT
t���CBS�HSBQIT�BOE�EPVCMF�CBS�HSBQIT

You will learn how to:  
t���0SHBOJTF�EBUB�JOUP�UBCMFT
t���Represent data in pictographs
t���Analyse and interpret data using graphs
t���$PNQMFUF�B�GVMM�EBUB�DZDMF�
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8IBU�GPPE�JT�MJLFE�UIF�NPTU�JO�-FSBUP�T�DMBTT ��@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@�

8IBU�GPPE�JT�MJLFE�UIF�MFBTU ��@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@�

%SBX�B�QJDUPHSBQI�UP�TIPX�UIF�GPPET�MJLFE�CZ�-FSBUP�T�DMBTTNBUFT�CFMPX�

Activity 2
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Lerato gets R100 each year from her parents to donate to an animal shelter and her 
local library. She made a graph of the percentage of money she gave each year:

*O�XIBU�ZFBS�EJE�-FSBUP�EPOBUF�NPTU�PG�IFS�NPOFZ�UP�UIF�BOJNBM�TIFMUFS ��@@@@@@@@@@�

*O�XIBU�ZFBS�EJE�TIF�EPOBUF�NPTU�PG�IFS�NPOFZ�UP�UIF�MJCSBSZ ��@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@�

*O�XIBU�ZFBS�EJE�TIF�EPOBUF�IFS�NPOFZ�FRVBMMZ �)PX�NVDI�EJE�UIFZ�FBDI�HFU�UIBU�

UIBU�ZFBS ��@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@�

"OJNBM�4IFMUFS

-PDBM�-JCSBSZ
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Teacher Tip

In order to present data, you can use a variety of things that children can relate to 
TVDI�BT�GPPE
�QFPQMF�BOE�DBST�
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Interpreting data

Who collected the most stars?  ___________.

How many more stars did Jane collect than Clare?   ___________.

How many more stars should Chris collect to have as many as Matt?   ___________.

List the learners who collected the most stars to the least stars, in order.

____________________________________________________________________.

CAPS Statement

Data Handling 
Analysing, interpreting and reporting data:
Critically read and interpret data represented in:
- words
- pictographs
- bar graphs
- double bar graphs
- pie charts

You will learn how to: 
Analyse and interpret data using pictographs, bar graphs and pie charts.
Report writing.

Activity 1

Note

a

d

b

c
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Activity 2

Where do Lerato and Lerissa spend most of their time?  _______________________.

Who spends more time in the kitchen?  ____________________________________.

In which two rooms does Lerato spend an equal percent of her time?  ___________.

What percentage of the time does Lerissa spend in her bedroom? ______________.

How much more time does Lerissa spend in her bedroom than Lerato does in hers? 

____________________________________________________________________.

If they calculated their percentages in the evening over 5 hours, how much time 

does Lerato spend in her bedroom?  ______________________________________.

a

e

f

d

b

c

Lerato

50%

50%

10%

5%

20%

15%

20%

30%

Bedroom

Bedroom

Lounge

Lounge

Kithen

Kithen

Bathroom

Bathroom

Lerissa

Lerato and Lerissa calculated how much time they spend in each room at home in 
the evening:

Teacher Tip

Use children in class to represent data so that they can feel more involved in the 
lesson and get a better understanding of the concept.


