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Exploring shapes

CAPS: Grade 4, Term 3

Shape and Space
Characteristics which learners use to distinguish, describe, sort and compare shapes: 
straight and curved sides, number of sides.

2-D shapes are �at shapes. They can be described using characteristics such as sides 
and corners.
3-D shapes take up volume. They can be described using faces, edges or vertices. 

Activity 1

Note

Sort the shapes into 2-D and 3-D shapes by redrawing them in the correct box.
The �rst one has been done for you.

2-D shapes 3-D shapes
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Activity 2

Sort out and label the shapes according to the number of sides.

3 sides or less 4 sides or more
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Activity 3
Sort the following 3-D shapes using the number of faces.

3 faces or less More than 5 faces

TIP: Some shapes will not �t the rules (criteria) so do not draw them in the box.
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There are many di�erent ways to distinguish shapes. One can use type of shape, 
colour or shape properties such as sides, corners, vertices, edges or faces. There are 
di�erent ways to represent the sorted shapes. There are two types of shapes. 2-D and 
3-D. We describe 2-D shapes, using sides and corners. We describe 3-D shapes using 
faces, edges, vertices or apex.

Teacher Tip

Activity 4
Help Themba arrange the following shapes according to 2-D and 3-D. This is a 
Diagram. We will use four rule (criteria) boxes to sort the shapes. The �rst one has 
been done for you.

2-D shapes

Blue

COLOUR 

Red

TYPE

3-D shapes

The shapes in 
this row are 
all blue

The shapes 
in this row 
are all red.

The shapes in this column are all 3-D 
shapes.

The shapes in this column are all 
2-D shapes.
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